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ANNOUNCEMENT NOTICE 
USDA Forest Service
El Yunque National Forest

GS-1001-12/13 Supervisory Interpretative Service Specialist

The USDA Forest Service, El Yunque N.F. is recruiting for full time GS-1001-12/13, Supervisory Interpretative Service Specialist. This position will be located in Rio Grande, P.R. This is an exciting opportunity and will provide the applicant with a challenging and rewarding experience. 

Announcement Notice

The job vacancy announcement for the position of Supervisory Interpretative Services Specialist in El Yunque National Forest is presently posted on USAJobs and Avue.  Please address any questions regarding the hiring process to the HR point of contact listed.  

This is a phenomenal opportunity and perhaps one of the most exciting jobs in the National Forest System. As the Forest's Visitor Services and Enjoyment Management Team Leader, the position is a member of the Forest's Leadership Team in charge of the largest program on El Yunque NF (EYNF).  

Based on responses to our earlier outreach GS-13 Supervisory Interpretative Service Specialists, we are announcing the position as a GS-12 and GS-13, individual announcements.  

Location:   This position will be located in Rio Grande, PR.  

Major Duties: The incumbent provides business expertise to help promote the use of sound business principles in the management of El Yunque National Forest's recreation, wilderness, heritage, visitor services, youth and volunteers, and special uses programs. The incumbent also uses this business expertise for expanding the capacity of El Yunque National Forest (EYNF) to deliver recreation, wilderness, volunteers, and heritage opportunities. EYNF hosts approximately 1.4 million visitors per year. Being a tropical rain forest is the second tourist attraction in Puerto Rico. However, it is the natural attraction most visited in the Caribbean. There is a strong hotel and tourism industry in Puerto Rico posing tremendous challenges for EYNF to deliver a sustainable offering. EYNF is the home of the El Portal Tropical Rain Forest Center; the largest visitor center in the National Forest System.

Provides advice and technical guidance to Forests related to evaluating and managing recreation opportunities provided through private enterprise (concession, outfitter guides, etc). Guides the Forests through assessing project feasibility, with particular emphasis on promoting understanding of operational needs of small businesses and determining whether the potential concession opportunity could be a successful business venture. Obtains and interprets appropriate market and feasibility studies, and advises both agency personnel and the public as to the viability of the project. Develops analysis processes for evaluating concession management against other management options, such as operating under fee demo or contracting. Develops program to increase revenue generation, entrepreneurships, and initiatives. Provides marketing and customer service expertise to develop and effectively implement marketing plans. Helps the organization to identify target markets consistent with program objectives, and identifies gaps and opportunities in order to generate/increase revenue for El Yunque National Forest. Has authority to select and/or approve subject matter to be covered in each program block.

Identifies partnership needs for El Yunque and proactively seeks partnership opportunities related to the interpretive, recreation, and visitor service program areas. 

Coordinates and directs the Forest's extensive volunteer programs. 

Develops and maintains networks with various national, regional, and local entities and organizations as well as universities and other government agencies that could provide partnership opportunities. 

Provides technical advice and guidance to the Forests in the development of grants and agreements.

Serves as liaison with Regional Office and relies on their expertise for addressing questions related to the permit process and associated permit documents. Serves as liaison with Amigos de El Yunque friends of group.

Serves as an integral member of the Forest Management Team and works with other staff officers in order to coordinate work/projects effectively and efficiently. Directly supervises 5 employees.
The Forest:  El Yunque National Forest, is located east of the capital, get its name from an Indian spirit Yuquiye, which gave the mountain that dominates the 28,000 acres tropical forest. The same is located in the rugged Sierra de Luquillo, 40 km southeast of San Juan. It is the only tropical rain forest in the U.S. National Forest System. Originally set aside in 1876 by the Spanish Crown, the Forest represents one of the oldest reserves in the Western Hemisphere. With over 240 species (26 species are found nowhere else) of trees and plants, give reason to the government of Puerto Rico to spend a great deal of moneymaking to preserve floral species and animals that are on the verge of extinction. The total area is 11,270 ha (75% of Puerto Rico virgin forest is here). 
[image: http://welcome.topuertorico.org/images/ynFalL.gif]The Forest contains rare wildlife including the Puerto Rican Parrot, which is one of the ten most endangered species of birds in the world. Its scientific name is Amazona vitatta. The Puerto Rican parrot is a small amazon parrot, about a foot in length, bright green, with red forehead, blue primary wing feathers, and flesh-colored bill and feet. Its primary habitat is the upper zones of the Luquillo Mountains. Approximately 50 other bird species are found on the Forest. 
El Yunque N.F. is the rainiest of all the National Forests with up to 240 inches per year. More than 100 billion gallons of rainwater fall on the Forest per year. The climate is frost-free and ranges in moisture from semi-desert to rain forest conditions within very short distances. There are strong easterly trade winds and cool weather is normal at the higher elevations. 
El Yunque is part of the Luquillo range and is divided into four forest types: Tabonuco Forest, Palo Colorado Forest, Palma Sierra Forest, and Cloud Forest. 

Puerto Rico:   The Caribbean before the landing of Columbus served almost as a bridge between the north coast of South America and Florida for the Amazonian tribes in the south and the North American inhabitants. When Christopher Columbus on his second trip in 1493 landed in Puerto Rico and claimed it for Spain, he found the island populated by as many as 60,000 Arawak or Taino Indians, which for the most part, were friendly compared to the Carib Indians in some of the more southerly islands which were warlike and to some degree cannibalistic.

[image: prseal.gif]The conquest of the island didn't take long, and the peaceful Tainos were put to the task as slaves for the purpose of mining the gold that was found on the island. The gold didn't last long and in 1511 there was an uprising of the Tainos, who up to this point had believed that the Spaniards were Gods, and took a soldier by the name of Sotomayor and dunked him head first in a river for several hours to see if he would die. Just in case, they had prepared a feast for the Spaniard if he came out alive. However, it wasn't the Spanish sword that took most of the lives of the Arawaks, but the diseases that were brought from Europe and for which the Indians had no defenses.

In 1508 the first governor arrived, Juan Ponce de León (who is more famous as the searcher for the fountain of youth and discoverer of the state of Florida). The island remained Spanish despite harassment and numerous conquest attempts by buccaneers and pirates and English and Dutch expeditions. To defend the island against these threats, two forts, El Morro and San Cristóbal, were built to guard the approaches to San Juan harbor. Defense of these forts foiled attempts by Sir Francis Drake in 1595, by another English fleet in 1598, and by the Dutch in 1625 to capture Puerto Rico for their respective empires. The defeat of the British in 1797 finally thwarted that country's designs on the island, and the Spanish colony was kept intact.

During the 16th to the 19th century Puerto Rico was characterized primarily by under population, poverty, and neglect by Spain. It was mainly a garrison for the ships that would pass on their way to or from the other and richer colonies. During this time as much as 10 or 11 years would pass between the arrivals of ships from Spain and as trade with other countries was prohibited, the island reverted to contraband trading with ships from England, Netherlands or whomever would trade for the main produce of the island, which at that time was ginger. This peasant agriculture continued until the early 19th century, when Spanish law was changed to allow unrestricted trade with the neighbors.

The 19th century in Puerto Rico was characterized by a series of strict if not brutal military governors which stifled the independence movements in Puerto Rico that were shaking the foundations of its other American colonies. Slavery and the importation of slaves reached its peak, with the need for workers on the sugar and coffee plantations. Slavery, however, never reached the alarming proportions of freemen to slaves as it did on the other colonies or even on parts of the United States. While in Haiti in 1789 the slaves comprised 90% of the population and in Jamaica 85%, in Puerto Rico in 1834 the census established that 11% of the populations were slaves, 35% were colored freemen, and 54% were white. It was only until 1873, however, that slavery was finally abolished in Puerto Rico.
 
During the 19th century there was also increased immigration from the colonies that were being lost by Spain and this influx of people and capital allowed for creation of many towns and cities. The economy grew as a result and export-oriented agriculture became prominent, especially coffee and sugar. In 1897 the Autonomic Charter granted by the Spanish government established home rule for the first time and Puerto Rico was given the status of a Spanish dominion. This autonomy was short lived, however, as the United States defeated Spain in the Spanish-American War and was ceded Puerto Rico in 1898.

The Foraker Act of 1901 established the relationship of the United States with Puerto Rico and many of its provisions are still in force. During this period the Puerto Ricans were in a citizenship limbo as they weren't citizens of Spain and the title "Puerto Rican citizen", although it applied, meant little, as Puerto Rico was not a free country or legally part of another. This ambiguity was finally solved by the Jones act of 1917 by which Puerto Ricans became American citizens and Puerto Rico became an unincorporated territory of the United States. During the years between 1900 and 1940, Puerto Rico and its people suffered through enormous hardships created by lack of jobs and by poor pay in those jobs that existed. The economy was basically agricultural and one-crop, sugar cane, and the lands producing it and the factories to extract the sugar were mainly owned by corporations from the United States mainland who paid low wages and repatriated all the profits. Partial self-government was granted in 1947, enabling citizens to elect their own governor for the first time. In 1952 a new constitution made Puerto Rico an autonomous part of the United States called the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico. The legislative assembly adopted the Flag and Seal of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in 1952.

This subtropical island has developed into the only Caribbean island where industry and commerce has exceeded primary agricultural production. The island and its approximately 3.7 million citizens are self-governed as a free-associated state of the United States. Puerto Ricans now have most of the benefits of American citizenship, including federal welfare aid but Puerto Ricans are unable to vote in United States presidential elections despite being subject to service in the armed forces. There is great public interest in resolving the political status issue and the main difference in the political parties is their differing views of the status issue. The Partido Independista (2%) calls for total independence as a nation-state, the Populares (48%) support the present commonwealth status, and the Partido Nuevo Progresista (50%) advocates statehood, hoping to see Puerto Rico become the 51st state of the United States. 

Economically Puerto Rico has a greater variety of industrial, commercial, and financial service activities and a better-developed transportation network than other Caribbean islands. Statistics show that it has some of the most favorable economic and demographic conditions in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

For additional information, check out the following web sites…….

>> http://www.caribbeanbusinesspr.com/about_puerto_rico/eng/index.php

>> http://welcome.topuertorico.org/index.shtml

>> http://www.seepuertorico.com/

>> http://www.meetpuertorico.com/Index.html

>> http://www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque
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