AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED)

PLACEMENT EFFORTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

FACTS SHEET – 12/14/09
*American Heart Association estimates annually more than 294,000 Americans experience Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) 
*Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and early defibrillation with an AED double the 

 an SCA victim’s chance of survival

*For every minute of delay in providing CPR and AED care to an SCA victim, survival 

 declines by 10%

*Communities with active CPR and AED training programs can achieve SCA survival  

 rates of 40+%

*NH Dept. of Safety, NH Dept. Health & Human Services and Founder’s Affiliate   

 American Heart Association cooperating on statewide “HeartSafe Communities”

 initiative.  Currently 5 communities have received formal recognition.

*AED’s are US Food & Drug Administration-approved devices designed for public use

*Public Access AED placement is encouraged for all public buildings, places of  

 assembly, businesses and emergency services and utility vehicles

*N.H. Legislature endorses the public use of AED’s as an important lifesaving measure
 for the citizens of New Hampshire

*N.H. AED statutes provide liability protection to organizations that make AED’s available for public use

*N.H. AED statutes provide liability protection for individuals who utilize an AED during an SCA event 

*N.H. AED Commission formed by the Legislature to coordinate community funding resources for placement of AED’s in schools.  22 schools awards to date.
*60 public schools and 127 private schools in New Hampshire currently do not have an 

 AED on site 

*N.H. AED statutes require AED’s be registered in the N.H. Bureau of Emergency 

 Medical Services (NHBEMS) “AED Registry”.  1,775+ AED’s currently registered
*AED’s placed at fixed locations are also identified in the NH Enhanced 9-1-1 database

*201 N.H. communities have AED’s registered with NHBEMS

*An AED “direct purchase” opportunity is currently available through the NHBEMS.   

 Additional information on AED’s available at NHBEMS website  

 www.state.nh.us/safety/ems (Bureau of EMS link) or (603)-223-4228.
