NH School Nurse List-Serve Results 

Emergency Administration of Glucagon in Absence of Nurse


At my school we have never delegated Glucagon and I wouldn’t put it in a policy.  Delegation should be individualized.  The patient would be “unstable”, if they are so low as to need it and you can’t supervise someone’s skill at administering it since you wouldn’t be there , so to me the regulations don’t support it.  If a nurse or parent is unavailable (like all the after school sports practices)- we would just have people call 911.
I happen to look online to see what other states do. There is an extensive training document through the state of Oregon; you may want to review it.
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/diabetes/
I don’t believe you should be delegating a shot for someone who is obviously unstable.  Look at your NUR 404 rules. 
And besides that, how do you simulate giving a shot to a seizing (because if their blood sugar is that low, they probably will be) person and then maintaining their airway.  If you lived up north where help was 45 minutes away, that might be a different story.  Looks like you might feel the same way. But in short, SAU 10 does not delegate glucagon.

At my school we have never  delegated Glucagon and I wouldn’t put it in a policy.  Delegation should be individualized.  The patient would be  “unstable”, if they are so low as to need it  and you can’t supervise someone’s skill at administering it since you wouldn’t be there , so to me the regulations don’t support it.  If a nurse or parent is unavailable (like all the after school sports practices)- we would just have people call 911.

I would love to hear the answers. We have one diabetic student at present, his 504 says only the school nurse (or his parent) may give his glucagon.  If he is on a field trip either myself or the parent goes.

have a letter that the nurse's drafted back in 2005 which explains this very thing.  We felt that all administration should realize this is not an injectable to be delegated.  I have attached it for you to look at............Hope this helps....Judy

The nurses in our district do not believe Glucagon administration meets the criteria for delegation; an RN is required for this level of care.

I have doctors orders for me, the nurse, to administer the glucagon on a couple students. I wasn't aware that Glucagon could be delegated. 

The American Diabetes Assoc.  has a great 504 plan with a slot for glucagon.  

   The Manchester School District (elementary level) updates parents asap
regarding upcoming field trips and gives the parent first option to
chaperone their child.  If a parent cannot chaperone field trips, we hire
nurses for our diabetic students.
       If I needed to administer glucagon during the school day, I would place
child on their side, immediately call 911, then the parent.
         Dismissal starts at 2:25 and the last bus arrives somewhere about 3pm.
Occasionally I have a meeting out of my school at the end of the day.  On
these days I usually leave the school about 2:10pm to travel to a meeting.
 I check my diabetic students everyday prior to bus ride home but on
meeting days they are checked a little earlier.  Before leaving for my
meeting...I update my principal.
       I also have a fifth grade teacher who has years of experience with her
daughter who has diabetes.  She is my back-up person if I am out of the
building.  My diabetic parents have agreed to this.
       My 504 also includes education of my staff regarding diabetes.  Every
year, I give an informational talk on diabetes.  I find the biggest
problem are staff members who "know adults with diabetes".  I try and
stress that children function quite well at extremely low blood sugars.
Please respond to a student c/o a low even though they might not be
presenting as low.  I had a substitute teacher who told a diabetic second
grader to sit down because " he didn't look low and I have relatives with
diabetes".  Thankfully, the health teacher walked in and he went to her.
She called me to the classroom and his BS was 35.  After this incident, I
tried role playing with the student.  I gave him permission to push the
intercom button in the classroom and yell for help.  He said he would do
this but other incidents happened and he didn't use the intercom.  What I
found works...I laminate passes that the student has taped in their desk
or wherever they want.  (Older students could use them in multiple books
as bookmarkers).  The pass says "504" on one side and has their name on
the other side with their accomodations.  If a problem arises, I tell them
to take the pass to the teacher and show the teacher.  This has solved the
problem but I also tell them they have permission to ask a friend to
escort them to the health office with their 504 pass in hand if the
teacher does not comply with the 504 pass.  This has not happened.   This
is my tenth year as a school nurse...I have not had a problem with my
diabetic students accessing their 504 accomodations in 4 years.
       Thankfully, I have not had to administer glucagon in the school setting.
Even my student who was 35 was coherent and able to drink juice
independently.  I would only use glucagon if I felt the student's level on
consciousness/lack of consciousness put them at risk for aspiration.
       I hope this helps...not sure if it is what you are looking for!!!

we do not have a SAU policy I work off of the doctors orders. Because we live rural and our EMS response time can be lengthy I do train all of the coaches in how to adm. My student plays multiple sports . I have a training form they sign parents are on board with this I have had no issues as of yet and feel comfortable with all so far.  Let me know what you come up with will be very! Thanks  

 
To: all administrators

From: the SAU #16 nurses

March 17th 2005

At the most recent meeting of the SAU#16 nurses, a discussion was held regarding the delegation of school nursing care for students on field trips.  As registered nurses, we must perform tasks and delegate tasks in accordance with the State of New Hampshire Nurse Practice Act Chapter 625-B.  We’re sure that you are aware of the increasing number of medically fragile students including those students with life threatening allergies to food and latex and the number of diabetic students (many who now have insulin pumps).

Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 requires that all students are able to access the educational programs, including scheduled field trips.  This has presented increasing problems regarding the delegation of nursing responsibilities.

We are more than willing to assist in planning and delegating the nursing care to unlicensed personnel so far as the Nurse Practice Act allows.  Attached please find a statement and copies of the corresponding statutes as they apply.  We would be willing to further explain our understanding of the Nurse Practice Act or the Department of Education’s School Health Manual if you need further explanation.  We encourage the SAU administrators to develop a SAU wide field trip procedure, taking into consideration the safety, expense, and accessibility for those students with severe health needs.  

We, the Nurses of SAU#16, strive to promote an environment which protects the individual student and allows for full accessibility to all programs off and on campus.  We are willing to delegate a student’s nursing care to unlicensed personnel as long as it follows with the NH Code of Administrative Rules NUR 404 of the Nurse Practice Act (see attached).

Please find two examples of delegations of care.

1) At present we are able to delegate the administration of epinephrine via an auto-injector, (epi-pen).  There must be permission to administer the medication from the parent and physician on the medication permission slips.  The parent must give permission for the delegated person to give the medication if needed.  The person accepting the responsibility for the auto injector must have received sufficient training and demonstrated competency in the knowledge of anaphylaxis and treatment.  This person can not be coerced into accepting the responsibility. 
             (see Nur 400.04-400.06) 

As of August of 2004, students who have parental and physician Self Administration of Medication forms on file with the health office, are able to carry and self administer their own epi-pens off and on school grounds.

             (see School Health Manual Chapter 3, page 40)

2) The diabetic student presents the school district with a different scenario.

Should a diabetic student have an extremely low blood sugar and be unable to swallow or become unconscious, they must receive an injection of glucagon.  This injectable must be mixed from a vial with sterile water and then the dose prescribed must then be administered.  Delegation of this injectable requires significant assessment skills, involved administration, and competency of the person administering the medication.  Therefore we cannot delegate glucagon to unlicensed personnel.

           (see Nur 400.06)

